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The President’s Report
Hello Everyone.
Well another year begins and I hope you are all keeping warm in this cold weather. Just remember
it’s only eight weeks til spring and warmer weather.
Changeover went well except for the tough roast beef. I’ve spoken to Derek (Sec Mngr) and Rita
(Function Mgr) at the club and we were working on different timetables. The club’s booking sheet
said guests arrive at 6.30pm to eat at 7pm. Our timetable was arrive at 6.30pm, meeting starts at
7pm and dinner was to be served after we had done the Lions International Toast and Response. At
that time we carried on with the awards because there was no sign of dinner. As it turned out
dinner was there ready to go and they were waiting for us to stop so it could be served. The long
delay was the reason given to me by the club for the beef being so tough.
Definitely bad communication there. Both Marie-Anne (who organised from our end) and Rita (who
wrote out the booking sheet) insist the error was with the other. In future we will have to ensure
that the timetable is correct. Our next function at the club is the District Governor visit on Thursday
16th July and I will personally be meeting with the club to ensure that the timing is spot on.
It was great to have so many members from other clubs at our changeover. I’ve also had the
pleasure of attending the Changeover Dinner for Bomaderry, Nowra and Sussex Inlet Lions Clubs.
All were enjoyable and a great chance to catch up with fellow Lions.
Marie-Anne is once again our Zone Chairperson for this year. We wish her every success in this role
and she informs me she will be ‘visiting’ our club soon in this capacity.
The board meeting on Tuesday night didn’t go well. Marie-Anne has recently attended Lions officer
training and informed us of the requirements to have a quorum for the meeting to be valid. She
said this was 50% of voting board members plus one. The question then became who are ‘voting’
board members. My interpretation has been that everyone on our board was elected and therefore
a voting member. Marie-Anne and Bob Hanlon expressed the belief that this wasn’t so. We couldn’t
continue without this issue being resolved so I called a halt to the meeting so I could check the
requirements. I have been doing this and everyone will be given my findings in writing at tonight’s
meeting.
So tonight’s meeting will be busy and I ask everyone to be patient while we work through these
matters. My personal apologies to you all that this has become necessary but we must get it sorted
and laid out in writing to ensure the smooth running of our club.
Thank you.

Lion John Brown
President
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A Swiss Lions Club Experience
Members of our club would be aware Carol and I recently spent 3 months in Switzerland - skiing in
the alps whilst we stayed in a 5 star resort, sorry that was just a dream I had, we actually had some
wonderful family time babysitting our newest granddaughter. Isla was 7 months when we arrived
and 10 months when we departed. We did manage to fit in some activities other than however
including attending a meeting of the Brugg Lions Club. We enjoyed seeing how a club in another
country ran their evening and their activities but even more importantly we met some wonderful
people and were lucky enough to socialise with them on a number of occasions before we flew
home. One of the members of the club, Hans Rudolf Haeni, kindly offered to write an article outlining
how their club works and some of the special activities they undertake. I hope you enjoy the following
article.

Lion Steve

To Members of the Jervis Bay Lions Club
First of all it was a great pleasure to have Steve and Carol
Hayes as guests at our Lions Club Meeting in Switzerland.
Our president created the motto or slogan: “Vielfalt
bereichert” which means “variety enriches our lives and
society” at the beginning of his presidency. We are proud
that you showed interest in our Lions Club and even
happier to get to know you. It seems that you build a solid
bridge between Down Under and our small country,
between the Jervis Bay Lions Club of New South Wales
and Lions Club Brugg in Switzerland. Steve asked me to
write something about our Lions Club. I do not know
exactly where to start. Just let me mention some highlights
of this year.
The Lions Year usually starts with our general assembly
in July. At this meeting we elect our president, vicepresident and all other board members. We also have a
look at our balance sheet and decide on the yearly
contributions. The leaving president looks back on his year of presidency and the meeting
usually ends with a barbecue in a nice cabin in the forest. Last year the date unfortunately
collided with an important football game of the Swiss team. We did not give up and installed a
public viewing just for us.
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This year we had a lot of very interesting speeches and insights into different professions.
Some of these speeches where held by new Lions friends in the club, but the majority were
given by important personalities in Switzerland. Some examples of this year:
In August there was a very interesting speech around the topic “Nature and Protection of the
Environment in the context of New Energy Production”. In September there was a very
interesting talk with the title “Butler – Service on a very high level”. This speech was given
by a professional Butler, educated in a real butler school in London. Beside that he is actually
a dentist, I suppose to earn his living. He shared some anecdotes of the so called high society
:--) In October there was a professor of the University of Basel who talked about the topic
“physically and mentally fit until high age”. According to scientific findings, the age is not
primarily determined by the genes. Physical and mental activities seem to play a more
important role. Regular activities like walking, swimming, biking, gardening etc. can reduce
some risks dramatically. Beside that nutrition is very important. A central role for the energy
balance in the muscles plays the amino acid “Leucin” which is to be found in eggs, fish, nuts
and cheese a lot. No excuses: Just do it.
Of course there was also a speech on the economy in Switzerland, held by the director of the
Swiss Institute of Economic Research. In December we had our Christmas dinner for which
our partners are always invited. I forgot to mention, that our Lions club is a men’s only club.
There are approximately three or four meetings a year to which our spouses are invited.
Besides that ladies are always welcome to participate at our interesting speeches. In January
we had an interesting speech of a fellow who got his PhD in history, specialized on Winston
Churchill: Why Winston Churchill still fascinates and inspires us”. I learnt a lot about this
interesting personality. In March there was a speech with the provocative title “somebody
earns with your money, why not yourself? To be honest, I did not grasp the concept. In May
we held our traditional asparagus dinner with our ladies. Asparagus is a seasonal vegetable
in our part of Europe. There are some delicious asparagus dishes. In June we heard a very
interesting speech held by our state attorney, who is a member of our Lions Club. He gave
us an insight into his daily work in these changing times. I am confident that our authorities
will master these challenges as they always did.
One important thing to mention is our ties with the German Lions Club of Bad Wildungen.
For many years we have had a so called “Jumelage meeting”. Jumelage is a word we
borrowed from French. Translated into English it would probably be “Twin”. Every year we
meet our Twin Lions Club form Germany. One year they are our guests, next year we are
visiting them in Germany and the following year we have a meeting in the middle. This year e
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meet in Tübingen in Germany, which is a wonderful and charming city with a lot of students.
This is a wonderful custom and a very nice yearly event.
Beside the speeches and yearly events we have some dinner only meetings with a small
business part. Once in a while we organize a so called “dinner at home”, where one member
of our Club invites other Lions to his house. The goal is, that he prepares the meal on his
own without the help of his wife. However in my case I have to cheat a bit, otherwise there
would be only bread, cheese and red wine :--)
Before the end of my report I would like to mention our activities. Besides supporting some
charitable organizations with contributions (eye clinic in Kuala Lumpur, orchestra of blind
musicians, parent organizations, students, etc.) we often work together on projects, not only to
generate money but also to experience working with friends on a good cause. Just next
weekend our lions club will have a project at a nearby airport. We will give people who do
volunteer work with hospital patients all year long a nice treat with a unique flight
experience. We would like to reimburse these people who work with patients by giving them
some unforgettable hours in the air just to show them our appreciation. Recently we also
spent some hours in front of a Pizza oven, where we tried to generate some money for
disabled people. This working session also included wood chopping for those who were
useless in the kitchen….
We also make a contribution to the yearly Lions Club youth exchange program. Usually one
or two youngsters are staying with host families of our Lions Club. One activity which gives
us a lot of satisfaction is the yearly excursion with disabled children of a children’s home.
You should see the sparkling eyes of the children on a 1928 steam boat on our wonderful
lake of Four Cantons near Lucerne.
Let me finish here. With best wishes for our Lions friends in the Jervis Bay Lions Club.
Hans Rudolf Haeni, member Lions Club Brugg, Switzerland
June 15, 2015
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The Jokers Corner
Having won the Joker of the Year Award at the Changeover Dinner Lion Alan has agreed to
earn the handsome salary he is being paid for this position by submitting some jokes for the
monthly bulletin.
1.
A young blonde woman is distraught because she
fears her husband is having an affair. So she buys a gun. The
next day she comes home to find her husband in bed with a
beautiful redhead. She grabs the gun and holds it to her
own head. The husband jumped out of bed begging and
pleading with her not to shoot herself. Hysterically the
blonde screams, “Shut up! You’re next.”
2.
Two aerials meet on a roof, fall in love and get
married. The ceremony was rubbish but the reception was
brilliant.
3
A pregnant woman is involved in a car crash and is
taken to hospital in an unconscious state. Finally she
awakes from the coma and is told due to local law the twin
babies were delivered by caesarean section and were
named and christened. The woman asked who named
them? “Your cousin,” was the reply. “Oh, no. He’s an idiot.
What did he call girl?” “Denise” “And the twin boy?”
“Denephew.”
4.
A guy phones Qantas and asks “How long is the
flight from Sydney to Melbourne?” The receptionist, who is busy, says “just a minute” so the guy says “thank
you” and hangs up.
5.
A guy phones a hospital and yells, “Send help my wife’s in labour!” The nurse says “Calm down. Is
this her first child?” He replies, “No this is her husband.”

6.
A lawyer opened the door of his BMW, when suddenly a car came along and hit the door,
ripping it off completely. When the police officer arrived at the scene, the lawyer was complaining
bitterly about the damage to his precious BMW. “Look what there’ve done to my Beemer!!!,” he
whined.
“You lawyers are so materialistic, you make me sick!!!” retorted the officer. “You’re so worried
about your stupid BMW, that you didn’t even notice that your left arm was ripped off!!!”
“Good grief…”, replied the lawyer, finally noticing the bloody left shoulder where his arm once was,
“Where’s my Rolex???!!!”
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Club and Member Activities
The Annual Change-Over Dinner

The Changeover Dinner was held on Thursday 18 June at Club Jervis Bay. It was a chance to thank
the outgoing Executive members and pay homage to a number of members who contributed in
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many diverse ways throughout the year. Lion Jen Smetkowski did an exceptional job as MC for the
evening. Some of the awards that were presented on the evening included a very special 40 Year
Membership Award to Lion Frank Gray, a Quiet Achiever Award to Lion Noel Toovey, a Fund Raising
Awards to Lion Bob Hanlon and Lion Leesa Lowles. There were many other Awards on the night
that can be seen on the club’s Facebook Page and the Website. One other important feature of the
evening was the installation of the new Executive Board. Their names, positions and contact
numbers can be found on page 2 of this Bulletin.

Truck Working Bee

A less obvious Club activity, but one nevertheless of great importance, was the work some of the Lions
members did on refurbishing the truck.
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Wot’sOn
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY- JULY 2015
JULY
Thursday 2nd

Dinner Meeting- Club Jervis Bay-7pm

Sunday 5th

Batemans Bay Changeover-12 noon

Saturday 11th

District Changeover-7pm

Sunday 12th

Cabinet Meeting

Sunday 12th

Markets- Huskisson Showgrounds- 7am

Thursday16th

1st Vice DG Sharon Bishop’s Visit- Club Jervis Bay-7pm

Sunday 19th

Moruya Changeover=12 noon

AUGUST
Tuesday 4th

Board Meeting

Saturday 8th

Cabinet Meeting- Wollongong

Sunday 9th

Cabinet Meeting

Sunday 9th

Markets- Huskisson Sportsgrounds-7am

Thursday 20th

Lions Social- TBA

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Age shall not weary them
Lion Andy Fruci

1 June

Lion Frank Gray

2 June

Lion Jamie Palacios

4 June

Lion Jen Smetkowski

5 June

Lion Warren Evans

7 June

Lion Jeff Hunt

17 June

Lion Debbie Stewart

24 June

Lion Lou Smetkowski

8 July

Lion Deborah Hanlon

17 July

Lou & Jen Smetkowski

Andy & Barbara Fruci

21 June
12 July
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LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL
LIONS CLUB PURPOSES
To organise, charter and supervise services clubs to be known as Lions Club.
To coordinate the activities and standardise the administration of Lions Clubs.
To create and foster a spirit of understanding among the people of the world.
To promote the principles of good government and good citizenship.
To fund and otherwise serve the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare of the community.
To assist financially, culturally, socially, and morally the disabled, disadvantaged and infirm of the
community both directly and also indirectly.
To unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship and mutual understanding.
To provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; provided, however,
that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated by club members.
To encourage service-minded people to serve their community without personal, financial reward,
and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry,
professions, public works and private endeavours.

LIONS CLUB CODE OF ETHICS
To show my faith in the worthiness of my vocation by industrious application to the end that I my
merit a reputation for quality of service.
To seek success and demand all fair remuneration or profit as my just due, but do accept no profit
or success at the price of my own self-respect lost because of unfair advantage taken or because of
questionable acts on my part.
To remember that in building up my own business it is not necessary to tear down another’s; to be
loyal to my clients or customers and true to myself.
Whenever a doubt arises as to the rights or ethics of my position or action towards others, to
resolve such doubt against myself.
To hold friendship as an end and not a means. To hold that true friendship exists not on account of
the service performed by one to another, but that true friendship demands nothing but accepts
service in the spirit in which it is given.
Always to bear in mind my obligations as a citizen to my nation, my state and my community, and
to give them my unswerving loyalty in word, act and deed. To give them freely of my time, labour
and means.
To aid others by giving my sympathy to those in distress, my aid to the weak, and my substance to
the needy.
To be careful with my criticism and liberal with my praise, to build up and not destroy.
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